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i 1 Tix. 3.15 Se 
—The Pillar and Ground of the Trath. 


HE cate of aſt the Ghinches, 
which lay upon St. Paul, 
'- would neither ſuffer him to 
keep! a- conſtant refidgtice 
nporiany one of thet, not! 
to leave them as Sheep 
wichort a Shepherd to 
have that eate of themit! his abſttice',” which 
he hitſclf had when'he was "pteſebe' with 
them. 
And therefore having ſhake ſome time at 
Epheſns, he degarred from thente into'Mace- 
donia, leaving the care of that Charth to Thins: 
thy; and wrote this Epiſtle to him , to let him 
know how- he' onght to behave himſelf in ſo 
excellent and worthy a Province as that was, 
which he bad committed to him, as he tells 
him in this and che former Verſe : Theſe things 
write I unto thee, ; boping to- come unto thee [bortl Ys 
But if T'raivy long , that thow mayſt kabw W 
thou "gy to behave thy felf in the Fiouſe of 
AY God, 


po EET 


- 
- —— 


=_— A Sermon Preached 1 Tim,z, 15. 
© "God, which is the Church of the living God, 
| the Pillar and Ground of the Truth, 

In which w6rds he (ers before him che Dig- 
nigy of that Church , which he had committed 
to his care; in thiee excellent Titles; The Hoiſe 
of God; The Church of the living God; The 
Pillar end Ground of the Truth: Every one of 
which, is very worthy. of a diſtin& and parti- 
cular Confi deration 3 but this laſt hath the 
moſt need of it; becauſe it hath been very much 
perplex'd. with. a,great deal of work about it, 
ro make it ſerve.the pride and ambition of a 
Church, | of which there is not ſo much as any 
mention throngh out the, whole Epiſtle., All 
the Greatneſs .of the Church of Rome, the So- 
veraignty of Power and Juriſdiftion which it 
claims aver all other Churches, the Iofallibilicy 
of all her DoQrines, andan Immoveable Sta- 
tion in the Truth, from which it can never fall, 
are charged upon this Text ; but how unreaſon- 
ably, we ſhall ſee in the Examination of theſe 
three Particulars. 


I. The Church, which 1s TR called The Pit- 
lar and Ground of the Truth. 
Il. The Truth of which this Church-is The 
"Pillar and Ground. 


" VIE. The 
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HE. The importance of theſe words , The 
Pillar and Ground of the Troth. 


Where it will not be bard to make it clear 
and evident, that this pretended infallible Ora- 
cle of Truth, 1s very (much miſtaken in every. 
one of theſe Particulars ; The Church; The 
Truth ;, and, The Pillar and Ground, 


For the Church, of which St. Paul ſpeaks in 


theſe words, was not the Church .of Rome. 


The Truth of which. he ſpeaks, was not the. 
Truth of which the Church of Rome takes upon 
itto be the Pillar and Ground. The Pillar and: 
Ground in their.ſenſe is not the ſenſe of St. Paul ;, 
and in the ſenſe of St. Paul, there was not apy 
Church in the World to which this: Honour. of. 
being the Pillar.and Ground of the Truth, was. 
not more due than it is to the preſent Church, 


of Rome. 


And firſt., for the "I 4 nothing can be 
more clear ind evident , than that the Church. 
of which St. Paul {| peaks i in tbeſe words, was not. 
the Church of Rome, but the Church of Ephe-. 
ſus : for Timothy, to whom he wrote this _ : 


ſtle, was not the Biſhop of Rome, but of Ep 


ſus. | There St. Paul left him, when he depart- | 


ed from thence into: Macedonia ; and he left, 
' him. 
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him to abide there, and to do the Office of a 
Biſhop there, as-he tells him atthe beginning of 
| this Epiſtle. I beſonght thee to abide ſtill at 
Epheſas, when I went into Macedonia » that 
thou mighteſt charge ſeme that they teach no other 
Dodrine. | | | 
- - This Charch of Epheſus is (called the Pillar 
and Ground of the Truth , not as it was the Lo- 
cal Church of Epheſus , divided from all other 
Churches, asthe City of Epheſus was divided 
from all other Cities: Nor as the Viſible Head 
of them all: But as it was one with them all 
--1n the Commnnion of that one Catholick and 
Apofiolick Chureb , of which that and all par- 
ticular Charches were ſo many Parts and Mem. 
bers. Which one Catholick and Apoftolick, 
Church, was One, not by a corporal aſſembling 
together in one place, but by an nnarinrons pro- 
feſſron of one and the ſame C —_—_— Apo- 
flolick Faith and Dofrine,and Dilſciptine,which 
was of more Power and Vertne ro make them 
all one, rhan any diftance of place; or difference 
of Lews, Languages , Cuſtoms , Manners, or 
any. other difference among them, could be to 
make them two. Secondly, Catholick, becauſe 
it was not kmited to any Natior, as the Church 
of the Iſraelites was confin'd to one guar 
whic 


. 


; iTing ; ” at White-Hall. x s 


which was the Houſe of Facob; and all their 

| Sacrifices to one place, which was the Temple 

| at Feruſalem : but extended to all men every 

[\ where, | without any diſtinQtion of Fews and 

Gentiles, Barbarians, Scythians, bond and free, 

male and female. Thirdly, Apoſtolick, becauſe 

that one Catholick Faith and DoGtrine in which | 

they were all join'd together in one , was that 

which they all had received from the Apoſtles, 

| whoſe ſound was gone ont into all the Earth, and Rom.1o.18. 
their words unto the ends of tbe World. 

\ .:Now'as that one Catholick and  Apoftolick, 

| Chirch was the Pillar and Gronud of ih Truth, 
by their viſible profeſſion of that Truth, as we 
ſhall (ce afterwards: So particafar Churches, + 
whith made a-viſtble profeſſion of the fanie Ca 
tholick-and Apoftolckn Truth'; were one with it, 
and every one af them might be call'd a Pillar 
and Ground of the Truth, eſpecially fuch of them 

\ as were the moſt” «mitent and: conſpienons ; 22864 

fach was the Church of Epheſus. ' For as the 
Churches of the Exf# were more numerous and 
conſpicuous when'St. Paul wrote this Epifile; 
that. the Churches of the Weſt: {> the Chirrch 
of Epheſus was of- great note-and eminence 
amonpthe Churches of the Eafd. It was as emi 
nent a Obrireh for the 'profe tof the'Frath of 
. Chriſtian 
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AZt.!g. t9, 
2 Os. 


Chriſtian Religion, asthe City of Epheſis'was 
for Heatheniſh Idolatry and' Superſtition, when 
it was a Worlhipper of the great Goddeſs Diana, 
andof the Image which fell down from Fups- 
ter. The Preaching of the Goſpel had ſiich.an 
influence from that City, which'was the Metro- 
polzs of the lefler Aſia, that all they which dwelt 
in Aſia heard the word of the Lord Feſus, both 
Fews and Greeks. 'The Men of Learning; who 
had buſied their Wits, and ſpent much of their 


time in the ſtudy of Curious Arts, were ſo ta- 


ken with it, as not obly to renounce all further 
ſiudy of thoſe Curipns Arts'; butts ſhew their 
reſoJution never to return to that Study again, 
they brought their Books together and burned them 
before all men; and they counted the price of them; 
and found it fifty thouſand-piezes'of ſilver: ſo 
mightily grew the Word of Ged 5 and. prevailed. 
Ang the Crafts-men of the City,.who got their 
Wealch by. making Silver. Shrines for Diane, 
were ſo alarm'd at the ſucceſs, of it,'-as to per- 
ceive that the Temple of the great Goddeſs Diana 
would be deſpis'd, and.her Magnifocence defroyed, 
whom all. Afia;and the World ,worſpippedy '; And 
which troubled them-more, heir. Trade was in 
great danger to be-loſt; for that was, the firſt 
Argument which Demerinsysd: alle tbeox 
I up 
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up into an uproar, Verſ. 25. Sars, ye know that 


this Craft we have our Wealth. 

The Church of Epheſus had this farther Ho- 
nour, not only to-be ane of the Sever Churches 
which were preſented to St. Fobn, in the Vi- 
ſion of Seven Golden Candleſticks, and Chriſt 
in the midſt of them, commanding him to 
write ſo many Epiftles to them, which he him- 


ſelf diftated to him 3 but to be the firſt of them ; revel.r,re. 


and the Character which he gives of that 
Church, is ſuch as might well become a Church 


I'M 


which was a Pillar and Ground of the Truth : I kevdla.s,z. 


know thy works , and thy labour , and thy pati- 
ence, and how thou canſt not bear them which 
are evil : And thou haſt tryed them which ſay 
they are Apoſtles , and are not , and ha$i found 
them lars; . and haſt born , and haſt patience, 
and for my Names ſake haft laboured , and haſt 
not fainted. ; | 
Now the Church of Epheſus , which had 
all chis Honour , had aſpir'd ro a Supremacy 


over all other Churches, it might have made a 


fairer Title to it by St, Paul , than that which 
the Church of Rome hath made by Sr. Peter. 


For St. Panl was ſeparated to' bis Office from bis cal..r;, 


Mothers Womb. He was called to it in a'ſin- 
galar and extraordinary manner, by ChriSt ap- 
pearing 


— 
w 


——— 
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Atts 9.3. | pearing to him in a Viſion from Heaven. He 
ver, is, was honour'd by him with this Charater, He 
s @. choſen Veſſel unto me, to bear my Name be- 


fore the Gentiles and Kings , and the Children 


2 Cor.11-.. of [ſrael. He was not a whit behind the wery 

1Cor.15.10 chief Apoſiles. He laboured more abundantly 

2Cor.r1.28.-than they all. The care of all the Churches lay 

Rom.r 5.20, #012 Him. He firived to preach the Goſpel not 

where Christ was named, left he ſhould build up- 

| on another mans foundation. He conferred not 

Gal.t.6,17 with fleſh and blood , neither went he up to Jc- 

ruſalem to them that were. Apoſtles before him. 

Gal,z.6. They who ſeem'd to be ſomewhat in conference 

added nothing to him, He was ſo far from 

verſ.rz. Jearning any thing of St. Peter, and from look- 

ing upon him as his Superiour, that be with. 

flood bim to the face; and told him plainly, 

that he, and others whom he had miſled, 

Verſitq, walked not nprightly according tothe truth of the 

| Goſpel. And St. Peter was fo far from rebuking 

him for his inſolence, as to make an honourable 

: Pet.3.15. mention of him : . Our beloved Brotber Paul, 
according to the Wiſdom given to him. 

St. Paul, who was thus highly honour'd, 

had been Preaching the Goſpel to the Epheſe- 

Adtszo. 31. ans for the ſpace of three years : But there is 

not ſo much as any expreſs mention in the 

Scrip- 
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Scripture that ever St. Peter was at Rome; and 
we may ſee they are hard put to prove it, when 
they cannot alledge any one Text for it but 
that, The Church which 3s at Babylon ele& to- : Pet.g.r. 
gether with you, ſaluteth you. 

Ic was likewiſe a ſingular care which St. Paul 
had of the Church of Epheſus , that in his ab- 
ſence he commended the care of it to Timothy, * Tim:.z. 
a perſon indear'd to him by many Names; His 
own Son in the Faith ; His.beloyed Son; His 2Tim-r.r- 
Brother ; His Work-fellow : and wrote ewo Epi- 8on.t6.2t 
ſtles to him, to let him know how he oughe to 
behave himſelf in {o excellent and worthy a 
' Province as that which he calleth The Houſe 
God, the Church of the living God, the Pillar 
and Ground of the Truth. Whereas St. Peter 
never wrote any one Epiſtle to the Romans, nor 
do we read of any one whom he left to take 
care of that Church 1n his abſence, though he 
was {o much abſent that it is much doubted 
whether he were ever there. | 

For all that the ancient Fathers have written 
of his being Biſhop of Antiech [even years, and 
after that Biſhop of Rowe twenty and five years, 
and after that crucified under Nero, is upon the - 
Teſtimony of Exſebins , of whom Bellarmine 
faith that. he was decciv'd in ſome things, and 

2 B 2 we 


io 
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2 Cor.11.5. 


we are very well aſtur'd that he was deceived i m_ 


this : for three years after St. Paxl's Converſion, 


he went up, not to Rome, but to Fernſalem, to 


ſee Peter, and there he found him, ard ebode 
. with him fifteen days. Then fourteen years af- 
ter he went up again to Feruſalem”; and there he 
found him. He was preſent at the Council at 
Feruſalem, as we read AG. 1 y which was eigh- 
reen years after Chriſt: And in the former 
Chapters of the AGs of the Apoſiles,, we find 
him there, or thereabouts, a great way from 
Rowe. After that he preach'd the Goſpel to 
thoſe of Pontus, Aſia, Galatia, Cappadocia, and 
Bithynia. And if after all thistime he ſate Bi- 
ſhop'of Antioch ſeven years, and after that five 
and twenty years Biſhop of Rome, he muſt out- 
live Nero more years than Nero Reigned, and 
therefore he could not be crucified ander him. 


But as St. Paxl, who knew very well that he 


was not a whit behind the very chief Apoſtles, 
did never offer to put himſelf before and above 
them all; and among the Apoſtles there were 
ſome whoin regard of their Perſonal Excellen- 
cies are called Chief and Pillars, yet without 
any Juriſdiction over the reſt : ſo among Chur- 
ches, though the. Churches of the Ezft were 
more numerous, and of greater note than m_ 
0 
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El 


of t the } Weſt, they never requir'd any = 


 fromchem 3 and among the Egfterr Chucches, 


though the Church of Epheſus was of great note 
and eminence, it never aſlumed'any Soveraign- 
ty over the other Churches. Theres no ground 
in Scripture , nor in the Catholick and Apoſto- 

lick Church , that will afford any ſtanding for 
ſuch a Pillar, as that of a Local Church, which 
is to all ocher Churches as the Headin a Body to 
all the Members of that Body, asa Foundation 
in a Building to all the Baildng that ftands up» 


' on it, asa Root im a Tree to all the Branches : 


For though the Church of Rome arrogates to it 
{elf all thele Ticles » together with that of. the 
Catholick and Apoſtalick Chareb this is ſo tar 
from being C abolick and Apoftolich Truth , 
that it.is neither C athelick, nor lpefioie, nor 
Truth; 
© I. Iris noeCatbalitle: for though the Cicy 
of Rome had that Dominion over the Kings of 
the Earth, for which it was called Caput Orbis, 
the Head of the World:; the Church of Rome 
did neverclaimany ſuch Headlhip overall other 
Churches for above three hundred years after 
St. Paxl wrote this Epiſtle : and was fofar from 
denying her Communian toall other Churches, 
but thoſe which would accept. it upon fuch 
terms. 
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Tudg.g.1 fo 


Cal.1.18, 


Fpheſ.2.20. 


rerms as thole , which Nabaſh the Ammonite 


7 SW. 11.2- ropos'd to the men of Fabeſb- Gilead; On this 


condition will-I make a Covenant with: you, that 
IT may thruſt out all your right eyes. Or from 
ſaying to them as the Bramble in the Parable of 
Fotbam ſaid unto the Trees ; If in truth ye 
anoint me King ower you, then come, and put 


your truſt in my ſhadow : and if not, let fire come 


out of the Bramble, and devour the Cedars of Les 
banon. That inthe faxth Canon ofthe Coun- 
cil of Nice, which in the Arabick;Canons is the 
cighth, the Biſhop of Rome is propoſed as an ex- 
ample to the Biſhop of Alexandria to contain 
himſelf within his own limits. | 
2. It is not Apoſtolick; for the Apoſtles 
knew nothing'of any Superzority and Subjetion 
among themſelves, or among. the Churches 
which were founded by them. They knew 
no other Head of the: Church, but Him, who 
x the beginning, the firſt. born from the dead, that 
in all things be might bave the pre-eminence. 
They knew no other Foundation, but that of 
Apoſtles and Prophets ; Feſus Chrift himſelf be- 
ing the chief corner-ftone. Andin that Founda- 
tion all the Apoſtles were as much of the Foun- 
dation as any one of them,” and therefore are 
called Twelve Foundations, Revel.21:14. 
The 
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The Church of Fernſalem was in ſome ſenſe 
the Root of all Churches; St-Paul calleth tt 
ſo, Rom. 11. 17. But it never claimed: any Su- 
periortty over all other Churches upon that ac« 
count. | Bur as for the Church. of Rome, he 
faich plainly in the ſame Verſe, ' that it was not 
the Root, buta Branch of a Wild-Olive graf- 
fed in among other Branches, and with them 


partook of the Root and Fatneſs of the Olive- 


Tree. . And as if he had foreſeen how ready 
that Church would be to boaſt it ſelf againſt 
other Churches, he gives them an Admonition 
againſt ir, in the next Verſe : Boaſt not: ag aiuſt 
the Branches : but if thou boaſt, thou beareſt not 
the Root, but the Root thee.” And argues the 
matter with them in the next Verſe : Thou wilt 
ſay then , the Branches were broken off , that 1 


wiight be graffed in. ' Well, becauſe of Uubeliet 


they were broken off, and thou flandeſt by Faith: 
be not high-minded, but fear \ for if God ſpared 
ot the Natural Branches , take beed left be alſo 
ſpare not thee. And fets before them the ex- 


ample of Gods Severity . againſt the Natural 
- Branches, asa warning to them not to be high- 


minded, but fear, at the next-Verſe : -Bebold 
therefore the Goodneſs and Severity of God: on 
them which fell, Severity; but towards thee, 

. Good- 
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Goodneſs, if abou cominne in bir 
wiſe thou alſo ſhalt be cut off. 
3. Asitis not Catholick, nor Apoſiolich , ſo 


It is ſo far from Trath , that there never was a 


more Fundamental 'Errour,'-than that of a Lo- 
cal Church, which is fach a Pillar and Ground 
of Trath, that it cannot err. Batif inthe Epi- 
{tle ro the Romans there is no mention of ſuch 
a Pillar and Ground | ard and in this Ept- 
ſtle to Timothy , where theſe words are found, 
there is not any mention of the -Church of 
Rome, T need not fay any more to ſhew how 
much-chey are oat 1nthe' firſt Particular, which 
is the Church. Let us proceed to the ſecond 
Particular, which is the Trath.; and (ce if they 
be not as much out in the Trath , as they are in 
the Chardb.. oh | | 

1- The Truth of which the Charch is the 
Pillar and Ground, is not all Truth : For there 


are many Truths for which the Church is- not 


concern'd ; they may ſtand or-fall according to 
the ſtrength or weakneſs of thoſe Arguments 
by which they are ſupported , or with which 
they are aſſaulted, without any peril or preju- 
dice to the'Cburch. God who'would have all 
men to beſaved,and to come tothe knowledge 
of che Truth, hath ſet up a Church to lead men 


"to 


Goodneſs, other- 
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to the knowledge of all that Truth which is ne- 
ceſſary for them, that they may be ſaved : but 
as tor many other Truths, which are profeſs'd 
and taught in Schools and Univerſities; as all 
men are not born to be bred upin them, fo the 
knowledge of them is not fo neceſſary to them, 
but that they may be ſaved without it. When 
Chriſt promis'd his Diſciples that he would 


ſend them the Spirit of Truth, to guide them in- Joh.16.13. 


to all Truth, 'He ſpake of that Truth which was 
neceſſary for them to know, for the diſcharging 
of that Office and Miniſtry which he had com- 
mitted to them, not all other Truth. . And 
therefore when the Manichees gloried in him 
who was the Patriarch of their Se&, that he 
was a'man full of the Holy Ghoſt, and led in- 
to all Truth, for that -he could diſcourſe of 


Truths in Aſtronomy, and other Mathematical 


Sciences ; St. Auſtin anſwer'd them very well, 
That this was no Argument to prove that he 
was full of the Holy Ghoſt : for the Holy Ghoſt 
was not given to. lead men into ſuch Truths; 
for he was not given to make Mathematicians, 
but Chriſtians. And chough it is true that rhe 
Infallible Chair doth not in thele days meddle 


with Truths of this nature, there was a time 


when it did; burſounluckily, as to condemn 


One 


nr - 
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one Virgilins for holding that there were Anti- 


podes, and that the Earth is round, and the Sun, 


and Moon,and Stars, moveabout ir in the other 
Hemiſphere, as they do in this; which is a de- 
monſtrable Truth. 

But to let this paſs, as it 18 not all Truth, fo 
neither is it all Theological Truth, or Truth in 
Divinity : for Divinity is a Science, in which 


' thereare ſome Truths which dwell in that Light 


which is fo inacceſſible, that the moſt learned 
men are not aſham'd to confeſs that ſuch know- 
ledgeis too wonderful for them, and that they 
cannot attain unto it, And there be many other 
Truths about which learned men may. differ in 
opinion, and diſpute with ſo much probability 
on either fide, that though the Truth cannot 
be with both of them , becauſe what the one 
affirms, the other denieth ; yet they who are in 
the Errour may be per{waded that the Truth is 
with them, and their Errour ſhall not prejudice 
their Salvation, unleſs they ſuffer themſelves 
to be led into it by ſome prejudice- or paſſion, 


' or beſoobſtinare in it as to ſhew that they ſeek 


not Truth, but Victory ; and would rather per- 
{iſt in an Errour, than by ſuffering themlelves 
to be led out of it, ſeem to acknowledge that 
they were in an Errour. The Scriptures, which 


arc 
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are able ro make all men wiſe unto Salvation, 
are not fo clear and evident in all things, . bur 
that we may ſay of other Books of Scripture, 
as St.Peter (aith of the Epiſtles of St. Paul, There 
are ſome things in them bard to be underſtood : 
But the more hard they are to be underſtood, 
the leſs neceſſary they are ro be known. God, 
who hath made the Fruits of the Earth, which 
are neceſſary for the food and ſuſtenance of 
men, to grow upon the face of it, where every 
eye may (ee them, and every hand may gather 
them ; but hid the Mines of Gold and Silver, 
which ſerve for Riches and Ornament, in the 
Bowels of the Earth , where they cannot be 
found but with much ſeeking, nor be wrought 
out, and purged from that Droſs with which 
they are mixt, but with great labour , hath 
likewiſe made all rhat Truth which is neceſſary 
to feed the Souls of men to Eternal Life, fo ea- 
fie to be fonnd, that we may ſay of chat, as the 
- Wiſe-man ſaith of Wiſdom , Wiſdom is eafily Wild.s.rz. 
zen of them that lowe her, and found of ſuch as 
ſeek her. But there be many other Truths 
which ſerve to inrich and adorn the Soul, which 
he hath reſerv'd to exerciſe and reward the la- 
bour and ſtudy of them that ſeek for them as for 


Silwer, and as for hidden Treaſures, If there 
| "A $ were 
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were an Infallible Oracle to derermine all 
Truths, the eafineſs of coming ro the know- 
ledge of them would much abate and leſſen 
the value and eſteem of them : but when the 
difficulty of finding them excites defire, and de- 
ſire ſtirs up labour and ſtudy, and Jabour and 
ſtudy find that Truth which could not be found - 
without it, it is the more joyfully embrac'd,”' 
and more ſedfaſtly retain'd. 

But, Thirdly, The Truth of which the Church 
1s the Pillar and Ground, is that Truth which is 
no where to be found bat ; in the Church ; but 
is ſo manifeſt in the profeſſion of the Church, 
that they who cannot find it any where elſe, 
may find it there. For as in all Sciences there 


are ſome Truths which are proper and peculiar 


ro them, as Truths in Logick, Truchs in Natu- 
ral and Moral Philoſophy, Truths in all Mathe- 
matical Sciences: fo.there are (ome Truths in 
Divinity which are proper and peculiar to it, 

which as they could never have been known 
but by Divine Revelation, ſo they have been 
made known to the Apoſtles by the Spirit of 
Truth, which was given to them to guide them 
into all Truth,and by the Apoſiles.to the Church. 
Such is that which St. Paul calleth, The Truth 
of the * Goſpel, Coal. 1.5. The Truth of Chriſt, 


2 Cor, 
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2 Cor. 11. 10. The Truth of God, _ 5 8. 
And many times jt is called Truth, and the 
Truth, wichout any note of difference from all 
other Truth. Truth, in oppoſition tothe Re- 
ligion of the Heathen as Truth , 1s oppos d to 
Falſhood and Lyes: Truth, in oppoſition to 
the Religion of the Fews as Truth, 1s oppov'd 
to Figures and Shadows: Truth, in oppoſition 
to all other Truth, not as contrary toit; tor one 
Truth cannot be contrary to another, but ina 
ſuperlative ſenſe the moſt excellent and moſt 
incomparable Truth. For though all Truth ts 
Truth, yet as St. Paul ſaith of the Law and the 
Goſpel compar'd together , Even that which 
was made glorious had no glory by reaſon of the 
glory that excelleth : So we jay ſay of Truths 
in Philoſophy and all Sciences, compar'd with 
the Truth of the Goſpel, That which is Truth 
is nor Truth in compariſon of the Truth that 
excelleth. Suchis the Truth of which the A- 
poltle ſpeaks in the next words to theſe of the 
Text, which ſome have joyr'd together, ex- 
pounding theſe words by them : Without con- 
troyerfte great is the Myſtery of Godlineſe : God 
was manifeſt in the Fleſh , juStifted in the Spi- 


2 Cor.3-10, 


rit, ſeen of Angels, 'preached unto the Gentiles, 


believed on in the World , received in Ghry. 


The 
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The Truth which. he callech the Truth which is 


| after Godlineſs in hope of Eternal Life, which 


God that cannot lye promiſed before the World 
began, but bath in due time manifefted his Word 
through Preaching. The Truth by which we 
are begotten again, Fam. 1. 18. Of bis own 
Will begat he us again by the Word of Truth. The 
Truth that maketh us Free-men, Foh. 8. 32. 
Te ſhall know the Truth, and the Truth ſhall- make 
you free. The ſanCQifying Truth, Fob. 17. 17. 
SanGifie them with thy Truth, thy Word is Truth. 
The ſaving Truth, 1 Tim. 2. 4. God would have 
all men to þ ſaved, ang to come to the knowledge 
of the Truth. And this is the Truth of which 
the Church is the Pillar and Ground in the ſenſe 
of St. Paul. Now what ſenſe rhat is, follows 
in my third and laſt Particular, which is the im- 
portance of theſe words, The Pillarignd Ground 
of the Truth. 

Here are two words, the Pillar and Ground, 
but they are very well joyn'd together, for they 
ſgnifie two things which are joyn'd together in 
a Pillar that ſtandeth firm and ſtedfaſt. The 
former word fignifieth that which we call the 
Body of the Pillar ; ' the latter word fignificth 
the Baſis, or Foundation, or Foot of the Pillar : 
both together fignifie a Pillar ſtanding __ a 

| Baſis 
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Baſis or Foundation. But the Pillar and Ground 
of Truth, is a Metaphorical Expreſſion, and Me- 
tapbors are apt to beget MiBakes : for in every 
Metaphor there is ſomerching which is [ike, and 
ſomething which is not like; and as when the 
Metaphor is taken from. ſomething wherein 
there is a likeneſs, the Metaphorical Expreſſion 
makes the ſenſe more elegant and clear; but 
when it is ſtretched to ſomething wherein there 
1s #0 likeneſs, in ſtead of making the ſenſe more 
clear, it makes non-ſenſe. As in this Metaphor 
of the Pillar and Greund of Truth: A Pillar, 
or rather »:azy Pillars, upon which a Houſe or 
Church is built, (as the Temple of Feruſalen 
was built upon many Pz/lars , and {o was the 
Temple of Diana at Epheſus ) the Pillars arc 
as the Foundation upon which the Houſe or 
Church is built , as the Foot of the Pillar is to. 
the Pillar which ſtands upon it., But in this 
ſenſe neicher the Church of Epheſus, nor the 
Church of Rome, nor any National Church, nor 
the whole Catholick and Apoſtolick Church,could 
be well and truly called The Pillar and Ground 
of Truth ; becaule the Truth is not built upon 
the Church, but the Church upon the. Truth. 
And as there could never have been a True 
Church , if the Truth of the Church ag tot 
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| been before the Church : ſo if the Truth be re- 
moved from the Church, it is ho longer a True 
Church. _There is no Power or Authority in 
any Church , to make any thing a Truth which 
was not a Truth before. The Apoſtles delivered 
the whole Faith to the Church ; and if all the 
Churches in the World ſhould joyn together; 
they cannot make ore new Article of Faith : All 
that they can do, 1s to deliver what they have 
recei'd from them who have delivered what 
they alſo received, till we come ar laſt to the 
Apoſtles, who delivered what they alforcceiv'd - 
| from the Spirit of Truth , by which they were © 
led into all that Truth , which could not other- 
wiſe be made known to them, and aſliſted in 
delivering thoſe Truths which were by other 
infallible proofs made known to them. 
. But'befide thoſe many Pillars upon which 
Houſes" and Churches were built, there were 
ſingle Pillars ereted by the Heathen , to ſuch 
urpoſes, as do ſerve very well to expreſs the 
ſenſe of this Metaphor, which the Apoſile here 
uſech by way of. allufon to them. | 
As firſt, There were Pillars which they reat'd 
up on high with Images of their Gods and God- 
deſſes upon them, firtmg or ſtanding, or in ſome 
other poſture to attraft the eyes of men to look 
up 


al. 
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up to | them with chat Reſpe&} and Veweration 
which is due to Divine things. Of ſuch Pillars 
we read Lew. 26. 1. Te ſhall make you no Idols, 
nor Grawen Image, neithet year you np 4 flanding 
| Image or Pillar, as itisin the Margin. Now as 
St. Paul faith of the Heathen, that they changed rom.r.1g. 
the Truth of God into aLye ; and the Prophet 
Habakkyk callethatiTdol a Teacher of Lyes : So rwba.is. 
we may fay of thoſe Pillars of Idols, they were 
Pillars of Lyes. And in allufton eo them the 
Church, which (ets upthe t2#e Worſhip of 'the 
trne God, above all'the' falſe Worſhip of all 
falſe gods, to-draw the eyes of all men to look 
to it with-that Veneration which is due to ic, 
may becalled che Pillar and Ground of Truth, 
| Excelſa\Columna', according to that which the 
Prophet Iſaiah foretold of it in another Meta- 
phor, '1ſaz. 2. 2. It ſhall come to paſs in the liſt 
—_ that the Mountain of the Lords Houſe ſhall 
eftabliſbed in the top of the Mountains , and 
rs Phe exalted above the Hills ; and all Nations 
- hall flow unto it. Bur in this ſenſe the Church 
of Rome is more like to thoſe Pillars of the Hea- 
the, than any other Chriſtian Church, For 
though it doth not ſet up thoſe Idols and Images 
of the Heathen to be worſhipped; it ſets u 
Images and Creatures to be worſhipped, which 
| D are 
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are cither made Idols, or are in fo much danger: 
to be made Idols, that by the Confeſſion of - 
Bellarmine, they that worſhip God in an Image, 
or in a Creature, expoſe themſelves to great 
peril, and are forced to uſe the moſt (ubtil di- 
ſtinions, which learved men do-not under- 
ſtand, much leſs the ignorant and unlearned, - : 
Secondly, We read of many Pillars ere&ed 
by the Heathen, with Jſcriptions upon them ; 
Inſcriptions of Hi$torical Narrations, of which 
it, may be ſome were true ,, and ſome were fa- 
bulous ; and many other Inſcriptions of Laws, 
Leagues, Covenants, Precepts, Decrees , My- 
fteries, ec. in which ſenle the Metaphor of a 
Pillar is uſed, Revel.3.12. Him that overcometb 
will T make a Pillar in the Temple of my God— 
and I will write upon him the Name of my God, - 
and the Name of the City of my God, which is 
the New Feruſalem which cometh down out 
Heaven from my God ; and [ vill write upon 
bim my new Name. In this fenſe the Catholick 
and Apoſtolick Church which expoſeth the Scri- 
ptures , which Irenexs calleth the Pillar and 
Ground of the Faith of the Church, and in 
which are written the Oracles of God, his Laws, 
Covenants, Decrees, Myſteries of his Will, Hi- - 
ſtories of his Prowidence, and many other Die 
| vine 
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vine Truths, to be as legible as Inſcriptions up. 
on a Pillar; and every particular Church, which 
makes a' viſible profeſſion -of all that Truth 
which it hath receiv'd from the Apoſtles, and the 
whole Catholick and Apoftolick Church, ſo far 
forth as it is one with that Catholick, and Apo- 
ſftolick Church, is a Pillar and Ground of the 
Truth, Inſcripta Columna, a Pillar bearing thoſe 
| Inſcriptions upon it, in ſuch CharaGters as make 
them legible to all men. Bur in this ſenſe the 


Church of Rome cannot ſo welbbe called a Pillar - 


and Ground of the Truth, as other Churches. 
|. I Becauſeother Churches, Hebrew, Greek, 
Perſian, Syrian, Arabian, Ethiopian, have ex- 


pos'd the Scriptures to be read m their Vulgar . 
Tongue : Buit the Church of Rome doth not - 


expole the Scriptures to be read but in a Lan- 
guage which the greateſt part of them that are 
concern'd to know the Truths which are re-> 
veal'd in them, do not underſtand ; by which 
means they have kept the people in ſo great 
ignorance of the Scriptures, that at the begin. 
ning of the Reformation many of them knew 
ſo little of the New Teſtament, as-to believe that 
ie was a Book which had been written by Luther, 
2. Becauſe they ſer -up unwriccen Traditi- 
ons, of- which it may be ſome are true, and 
D 2 {ome 
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ſome are fabulous, and make chemall of equal 
Authority with the Scriptures. 

-,3- Becauſe they make the Authority of the 
Scriptures ſo-\dependant upon their own. Au- 
thoriry, that withour it, they are of no more 
Authority than Eſops Fables, as ſome of them 
have ſaid, and others of them commend the 
ſaying. _ | 10: 
| 4- Becauſe though they hold the Foundation, 
they have built upon that Foundation ſuch 
x Cor:3-2. things as St.Pand calleth Wood, Hay and Stubble, 
and would make the World believe that they 
are Gold, Silver, Precions Stones ; which is not 

the part of a Pillar and Ground of Truth. 
- - But, Thirdly, The Pillar and Ground of 
Truth as it is in the Text, that is a Pillar ſet 
upon a Bafis or Foundation , which keeps it 
firm and ftedfaZt, is a very good expreſſion of 
ſuch a profeſſion of the: Truth as is without 
wavering. Ta which ſenſe St. Baſil calleth 
Abraham a Pillar of Faith , becauſe when he 
was tempted with a great temptation, He ftag- 
Rom.4.20 gered not through Unbelief , but was ſtrong in 
the Faith. And in an Epiſtle written by the 
Churches of Vienna and Lyons, mentioned by 
Euſebins ;, the- Martyrs , who ſufferd a great 
Perſecution for their Faith, and were not ſba- 
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hen i inir, are called Fillers; and Atelns;, one 


of great note among them, is called: a Pillar 
and Ground of the Church. And:inithis (en(e 


the Catholick and ApoSfolick Church may. well be 


called the Pillar and Ground of "the Truth ; Im- 
mates Columna, a Pillar that ſtood unmoved 
npor that Ground on. which it was fet. For 


though ſome Local Churches, which were but- 


as ſo many Candleſticks , though they were of 


Gold, have been removed ; the Catholick and: 
Apeftolick Church was ſo well ſerled upon a. 


ſure and ftrong Foundation, that all the means 


which have been uſed to overthrow | it, have- 


ſerved to eftabliſh 1c. | 
Great Endeavours were us'd at: Giſt eo; f.pre- 
vent the _ up of this Pillar upon the 


Ground of it, by them whom: the Scripture 


calleth the Builders 2 but (the Deſtraction 


Which they thought to- bring! por: the. Pillar. . 


and the Ground, tell upon themſelves; and the 


Deſtruion which fell upon themſelves, ſerv'd: 


very much.to the Edification of: that Pillar and 
Ground of Truth, which they ſought to deſtroy. 
No ſooner was the Pillar: ſet up upon the 


Ground, but great Force and Violence was. 
uſed. to throw it down; The Kings of . the 
Exth were aflctabled, andthe Princes took. 

counſel: 


Here eee mn 


—S 


28 | A Sermon Preiched I Tim,3.15. 


comnſel together againſt i it, -as the Children f 
 Edom in the day of Jeruſalem, Down with it, 
down with: it even to the ground, But all the 
Force: and Violence which they ufed r&over- 
throw it, ſerv'd to let them fee that it was 
fo well ſerled upon a ſure and” ftrong Foun- 
dation, that it could not be overthrown. 'And 
as all the Pillars of Heatheniſh Idolatry and 
Superſtition , which were ſo many Pillars of 
Lyes, fell before i it like Dagon bling the Ark 
of God, {o that we may ſay of them as the 
Angel ſaid of Babylon, Babylon 5s faln, is faln, 
So we may ſay of this Pillar andGround of Truth, 
as Chriſt ſaith of the Houſe built upon a Rock, 
The Rain deſcended, and the Floods came, and the 
Winds blew, and beat upon it, and. it fell not ; 
or it was founded upon a Rock. 
There have-been front the beginning ſuch as 
2Pctz.r. St. Peter calls Falſe Prophets, who have privily 
brought in danmable Herefies, denying the Lord 
that bought them, and have brought upon them- 
ſelves. ſwift d rubtion. \ But that ſwift deſtru- 
Aion which they have brought upon themſelyes, 
hath ſerved to the' Edification of the Church 1 in 
that Truth which they ſought to deſtroy. 
 Buethis Pullay and Ground of Trath Was: ne- 
ver -in-ſo mtich danger to bethrown down by 
19.7 TE all 
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all che force and violence which Tews and Hea- 
thens have rais'd againſt itz, nor to be wnder- 
wined by all the Hereſies which Falſe, Propbets, 
and Falſe 4poſiles have; devited , as the Trot 
of it hath: been to be perverted by that Church, 
which hath endeavoured defendendo concutere, 
to-ſhake this Pillac and Ground by;ſceeming to, 
defend it. For thoughir, hath not removed the. 
Pillar from the Ground, but is fo far Catholick, 
' and Apeoſtolick,, as to hold the Foundation. of; 
which St. Paul ſaith; , O:þer Foundetion:can no <.cor.y.,, 
man lay, ſave that which is laid, Fiſus Chrift; h 
they have done great wrong to the 'I mh, by 
defacing the ancient Inſcriptions which were firſt 
written upon; this Pillas , with luch Alterations. 
and Additions as they, have made. But all theſe: 
Alterations and: Additions have: ſerved to raiſe. 

up many learned men, anFnota few of - - 7 n= 
this Church. of England, to reviye thoſe ancient. © © 
Inſcripzions, and make many. Truths, which are, | 
good and profitable, to be known more legible - 
than they were before. . . 7 

St. Paul.ſpeaks of a.time that; ſhould come, Tim...z... 
when men would not endure ſound DoFirine, but. 
according to their own luſts they would heap up to. 
theniſelves Teachers, bawing itching ears, But 
as he ſaith in ariother place, , There muſt be Here- » Corar1s, 
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FAY thit they which are approved may be + 
-manifeſt:* So. we'may ſay of theſe rams. ne bars, 
ablJthe'co confaſed multicude of Teachers; which: 
chiey* have leaped'to themſelves, Thy have: 
ſerv'd ro make them that are approved for holds 
ing faſt the form of ound words, and DoQtine, 
ich chey haverecerved from: the Apgittedjand: 
Apoſtolitk CBiurth, "the miore manifeſt. -1i |. 
Some Profane "Wi its have' pleas'd of emrerin 
in makirig Plſarins; and: clipping bpon 
.+:'0:-22 xhis Pala; Ms NaN make p 25s 
Nick fo Fi I phe Dd they' hive falo«to the 
gfound, 'and been trodden ander feer of men. 
Bar the Pillqrand'Ground' of Truch cannever: 
fall: "The Oronnd '6r- which it Rands /is:the: 
Kath. 16.18 Rock, againſt which the Gates of Hell ſhall not 
prevatt : The Faith by which-it ſtands is the 
Keb.c2,280, Belief 'of 2' Kingdom which tannot be moved : 
The Do&rine which'is buile tipon this Faith is 
Tit..9, Sound DoCrine: afd as there have been,ſo there 
| will be ſo many holding the profeſſion of this 
Faith and Dodrine without wavering ,” as will 
keep up this Pillar ati Gronnd of Truth fo long 
as the Pillars of Heaven and Earth ſhall Rand ; 
and till He whois the Author and Finiſher of our 
_.. Faith, hring us to the' end'of our Faith, which 
is the Salvation'of our Souls. | 
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